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Renewed day by day -Paul's testimony in
suffering
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What kind of community did Paul write to?
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* Questioned his authority \

)

e Compared him with more “impressive” leaders i
* Valued outward strength, eloquence, and success



HEEZ R, (REHIE
BickrE:

- BR55RY

- FTimdm e Y

- Ak s[ARY

In contrast, Paul’s ministry
looked:

* Weak
* Suffering-filled
* Unimpressive
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"But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from
God and not from us. ®We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but
not in despair; ? persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. ' We
always carry around in our hody the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
revealed in our body. " For we who are alive are always being given over to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. (2 Cor 4:7-11)
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Extremely lowly vessels

I

Jars of clay : At that time, pottery made of clay was a commaon
daily necessity. Cheap and unused, once broken, useless.
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Extremely cruel
tribulation
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the meaning of "being hunted"
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* Dramatic Drone Footage of Dogs
Chasing a rabbit in China
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protection of God's great power
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"0We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be revealed in our body. " For we who are alive are always

being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed
in our mortal body. (2 Cor 4:10-11)
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The death of Jesus =
Jesus' sacrifice,
self-denial, and

The Life of Jesus =
The life and
character of Jesus
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obedience

given over to death
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12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 13 It is written: “| believed;
therefore | have spoken.”[b] Since we have that same spirit of|c] faith, we also believe and
therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the
dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your
benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving
to overflow to the glory of God.
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The Zion community is renewed - Overflowing life affects others
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Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So
we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen
is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. (2 Cor 4:16-18)
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Why do we lose heart?
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For there is wasting away and troubles
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Stop pressing on, stop obeying, stop trusting.
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BFTIE{E 177 Paul uses constant contrasts to tell us a
bigger narrative: Renewal is taking place

« YMEIRYA outwardly « BEAYA inwardly
« ATATF5YAR wasting away . S5 57 renewed day by day

REFINMSIAEERE, EIFAE— 1 TENIRNE
Paul acknowledges that the “wasting away” is happening, but that's
not a complete narrative.
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more complete picture: Glory is taking shape
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For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all
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| have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and

again. % Five times | received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 2 Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was pelted with
stones, three times | was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the open sea, %1 have been constantly on the move. | have been in
danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the
country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 27| have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; | have known
hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; | have been cold and naked. 22 Besides everything else, | face daily the pressure of
my concern for all the churches. 2 Who is weak, and | do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and | do not inwardly burn?
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What troubles or wasting away is making | believed; therefore | have spoken—

lose heart right 2 Ask God t Share with someone this week how
you'lose heart right now: s 0d 10 you have experienced God's renewal.
change your perspective
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